
 

Methodist Church in Scotland 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings – and behold, the plan which begins with Advent, takes us through Christmas into 2022!  
The nights are long. Time to curl up and catch up with reading, writing a journal, doing a Bible study on Zoom – there is lots 
on offer in the circuit.  I am using this letter to honour a remarkable staff team, all of whom inspire me with their enthusiasm, 
wisdom, willingness to have a go, creativity, faithfulness and good humour.  I am blessed to have three characters 
alongside me, who have offered love in these challenging times for the life of the church.   
I thank God for Anita, Laurent and Bob, commending them to the circuit for your prayers and encouragement. 
 
COP26 came to Glasgow – and we gave it our best shot!   
 
The circuit has become known throughout the Methodist connexion, as we offered hospitality at Woodlands to all who 
passed by!  The response of the volunteers from round the circuit was humbling: cleaning toilets, providing coffee and tea 
and conversation.  12 hours a day for nearly two weeks.  Remarkable.  
 
It was great to have young adults based at the church: the Climate Justice for All team had representatives from Zambia, 
Uruguay, Fiji and Italy as well as two Brits.  They each shared with us an evening about the challenges of climate change in 
their countries.  
 
We had a Scottish evening, a Persian evening, an evening focusing on the policies of the wider British Methodist Church in 
response to the crisis and an evening presentation from the oil and gas sector 
 
Laurent and the Spirit of God were the heartbeat of the fortnight.  Of course there were highlights: setting off on the march 
to join100,000 people in Kelvingrove Park, having prayed together in Woodlands; eating lunch together with so many 
guests in Woodlands on Sunday 7th; hearing a supernumerary sing (unaccompanied) “Last night I had the strangest dream . 
. . “ at 11am on 11th. I am sure there were many more. 
 
The All We Can team were based in our home – and that meant late nights, laughter and a lot of food! 
They are an amazing group of people (not biased - our son is one of them!) and they brought much to the Woodlands 
experience.  
 
Now we need to work out how we respond to the challenges through conversations in our homes and churches . . .  
An advent season in which we consider again our lifestyles and make significant choices about how we are to live well. 
 
So, preachers, tell the old, old story with passion and hope!  
 
So, congregations, receive the Word – shared through the Scriptures, made flesh in Jesus – 
and let God do God’s transforming work in our lives! 
 
Peace to you at this holy season. 

 

Andrew 

 


