
Call to Prayer: Sunday 12th September 2021 
Prayer @ 7pm 

 
Questions about identity are very much to the fore in our day and age. The 
asking of a question is, of course, very much easier than providing an answer 
and the result is that we have many more questions than we have agreed 
answers. 
 
At a pivotal moment in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus asks a question which might 
be said to be about identity: “Who do people say I am?” In response, the 
disciples harvest the many opinions that are in circulation: “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” There are many 
opinions, but no agreed answer. Jesus then asks the question directly to the 
disciples: “But what about you?...Who do you say I am?” In response, Peter 
replies: “You are the Christ.” Amidst all the opinions of the day, Peter provides 
an answer to the question of the identity of Jesus and he affirms that he is the 
Christ. In the midst of the many questions of our day, we affirm this answer for 
ourselves and resolve to follow in the way of the Cross. (Mark 8: 27-38) We pray: 
 
God our Father, 
You anoint your Son 
And send him forth into the world. 
We receive the gift of your Son  
As your gift to Creation and to all peoples 
And respond with gratitude and thanksgiving. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God our Father, 
You anoint your Son 
And send him forth into the world. 
As we receive your Son, 
May we hear the questions he asks of us 
And be willing to respond in faith and trust. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 



 
God our Father, 
You anoint your Son 
And send him forth into the world. 
As we share the gift of your Son, 
May we listen to the voices of those beside us 
That we might understand more fully the breadth of your Creation. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God our Father, 
You anoint your Son 
And send him forth into the world. 
As we listen to the many questions that are asked in our world 
May we respond with grace and in truth, 
And with shared silence to the questions that are hard to bear. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God our Father, 
You anoint your Son 
And send him forth into the world. 
As we hear your Son speak to us 
May we humbly confess 
That he is the Christ, the anointed One of God. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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