
 
Strathclyde, Summer 2021 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings to you as we begin another Methodist year.   
 
I wonder what it will bring . . . We have just received news of the easing of governmental restrictions, but 
many of us are cautious about “going back to normal”.  
 
We are exploring what it means to be followers of Jesus in this new world, where we live with the reality of 
viruses in our midst.  We have been left with a sense of loss, as we rebuild lives and establish new 
patterns of behaviour.  We have discovered, like the Israelites did while they were in exile, that the Living 
God has not deserted us; we have found the reality of grace afresh in the wilderness, and some of us 
have come to a deeper awareness of the God who is so committed to being WITH US and proved love for 
us in the darkest night. 
 
As we travel through this preaching plan, we shall worship together both onsite and online, in gathered 
groups in church buildings and in family groups round a computer screen.  We shall hear the old, old story 
and be invited into a relationship with God and a journey to follow wherever love leads us.   
 
It seems amazing to think that 30,000 people from all over the world may gather in Glasgow this autumn 
to consider the future of this planet which we call home.  We shall play host to men and women who are 
responsible for making decisions which will influence the lives of every generation following.  We will find 
ways to offer a Methodist welcome! 
 
There are no changes to the staff team this year, and I want to pay tribute to Laurent, Anita and Bob; they 
are remarkable colleagues and Christian ministers, who have gone out of their way to work together, to be 
there for each other in bewildering times.  In their following of an itinerant ministry, which meant 
separation from their families, they could never have envisaged that the separation could be so long-
lasting.  
 
Thanks for your prayers for the ministry team.  
 
We pray for you as we “choose again the pilgrim way”. 
 
Peace and love. 
 
Andrew 
 


