
Call to Prayer: Sunday 23rd May 2021 

Prayer @ 7pm 

 

The Gospel of John speaks of the One who is to come and of the One who is go. 

Jesus is the One who is to go and he must do so first. On hearing this, the disciples 

of Jesus are filled with sorrow and he explains to them that ‘if I do not go away, 

the Advocate will not come to you’. The disciples fear that they will be left bereft 

and Jesus reassures them that his absence will be filled by the outpouring of ‘the 

Spirit of truth’. The Spirit is the One who is to come and Jesus is the One who is 

to go. (John 15: 26-27; 16: 4b-15) 

 

Who is the Spirit who is to come? In the Gospel of John, the word used to describe 

the Spirit is variously translated as ‘Advocate’, ‘Comforter’, ‘Counsellor’, 

‘Helper’ or simply transliterated as ‘Paraclete’. (John 15: 26) The word used is 

found in only one other place in the New Testament outwith the Gospel and here 

it is used to describe Jesus. Jesus is the One who stands before the Father and 

pleads for us. (1 John 2: 1) 

 

On this Pentecost Sunday, we give thanks to God for the Spirit outpoured on the 

people of God. The Spirit comes to be the abiding presence of God in our lives 

and in the life of the people of God. We give thanks that the Spirit is the One who 

has come. We pray: 

 

Living God 

And Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Pour out your Spirit upon us 

And fill the hearts of your faithful people. 

May your Spirit come as the One who speaks for us 

And advocates on our behalf. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Living God 

And Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Pour out your Spirit upon us 

And kindle in us the fire of your love. 

May your Spirit comfort us in our sorrow 

And strengthen us in our weakness 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God 

And Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Pour out your Spirit upon us 

And create your people anew. 

May your Spirit come to counsel and direct us 

And grant to us wisdom in all we face. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God 

And Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Pour out your Spirit upon us 

And renew the face of all the earth. 

May your Spirit help us to care for Creation 

And to live as those who cherish the gifts you have given. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God 

And Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Pour out your Spirit upon us 

And set us free to worship and glorify your name. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

And fill our hearts with love for you. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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