
Dear Friends  
 
Greetings, as we move onwards from Pentecost! 
 
Having arrived only last August from deepest, darkest West Yorkshire, we have been welcomed so 
warmly here in Glasgow. I recall being told last June that we were being stationed to Strathclyde, and 
Mandy & I enquiring …where? For some, an internet search would herald articles from Glasgow’s distant 
past. Yes, those were still hard working but very difficult times, but they didn’t express the bond of 
friendship and fellowship we have experienced here. When we have been able to attend a service with 
you, we have seen myriads of folk in face masks. Nevertheless, you have taken us in and accepted us ‘as 
we are’. That’s a wonderful Gospel trait, isn’t it!  
  
In all my reading of the Gospels, I have always been astonished that we may get easily distracted by the 
wonders, the miracles – who wouldn’t? - but we may miss the underlying message of love weaved into 
each parable, each passage, that desire to be a community rooted in God’s love. This to me is where we 
and others might so clearly see, feel, know God. From that first time across the Church threshold, that 
greeting in a shop, as we sit next to someone on a bus people may recognise that there is something 
which sustains us amidst the darkness of life – for God is always there.  
  
It’s been a busy 9 months: with so many weekly YouTube offerings, those services which have been in 
church, and then on Zoom, and then those times when we have people online and in church. The Bible 
studies which make us pause to reflect on what we thought we understood. Much of this will continue in 
varied forms in the weeks and months ahead. Let’s learn from our experiences over the past year, 
and take onboard what can make the Gospel more accessible to those outside of the Church. We have 
used physical letters and gifts so we can keep in touch with those without computers etc. I am amazed at 
those, wise in age, who have found that using Tablets (unlike the Moses’ variety) and using the telephone 
to access Zoom services is now second nature. People have produced various knitted garments etc which 
have gone to local refugee centres. This is an inclusive church community which is ready for change, 
ready for the next adventure.  
  
God has led Mandy & me to Strathclyde, where we feel so much at home. Is this a time when we find that 
Church, as we knew it, as others perceive it, can be seen as so relevant to so many? Where might God 
be leading us?   
 
Blessings on our onward journey with God!  
 
Bob   


