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Rev. Mark Slaney will be leading a short act of worship live on Sunday morning  

at 11am for Methodists across Scotland and Shetland.  

Folk can subscribe to his channel and join in using this link : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqMz31V_plsq89v_KXAAlCw 

 

 
A warm welcome to everyone sharing in our worship. 

Please join us for a virtual cup of tea or coffee in your living room after the 

service. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqMz31V_plsq89v_KXAAlCw


Easter: 

 

Sunday 5th April (Palm Sunday) 

 
In this ongoing time of isolation, it is becoming something of a yearning 

for some perhaps to be once again in a crowd.  Some have tried to be as 
much a part of a crowd as is possible at this time as they stood on 

doorsteps, balconies, garden walls etc. to clap for the NHS staff and Care 
Workers to show appreciation for their selfless devotion to helping others. 

 
This Sunday, as we have reached Palm Sunday, we are invited to be part 

of another crowd, welcoming the ‘prophet from Nazareth’ as he makes his 
triumphant entry into the great city of Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Take a few moments just to imagine being there, being jostled by those 

around you, waving hands and tree branches, shouting with the crowd, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David… Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord!”  Probably not even very sure just who this was or why you are 
doing this but because everyone else is, it seems only right to join in. 

 
It was Passover and crowds were flocking to the Holy City, Jerusalem, so 

it was an incredibly busy place right now and people were excited.  It was 
an occasion.  And into the middle of it all comes this man with his 

followers, riding on a donkey attracting quite a degree of attention.  
Clearly, he was someone of importance. 

 
We know the story.  We know who Jesus was.  We know where he was 

headed and we know how the story pans out.  But, that day, no-one knew 
what dark times lay ahead.  This was a day for celebrating, and a day of 

happiness.  A day of expectation of better times ahead at last for an 

oppressed people. 
Their day did come, just not in the way expected and not before much 

pain and suffering, anxiety and confusion had been endured.  But that 
was for the future, a future, thankfully as yet unknown.  For now, it was 

‘live for the moment’ and enjoy the celebration. 
 

God was working His purpose out.  Not as people expected.  Even those 
closest to Jesus didn’t anticipate how this would all play out.  They were 

happy enough to enjoy the accolade of the crowd and not think too far 
ahead. 

 
For the time being we are caught in a time of uncertainty and unknowing 

and today as we remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem knowing that 
those welcoming, joyful shouts of, “Hosanna!” will soon turn to cries of 

hatred and “Crucify him!”, let us give thanks that God is still working His 

purpose out and may we be prepared to put our faith and trust in Him 
even now when things seem bleak and unpromising. 



Jesus’ disciples would desert him, his friends keep a safe distance but 

through all that lay ahead for Jesus, the Son of God, His heavenly Father 
never left his side.  Through the darkest hour, God was there, in the 

midst of it all. 
He is here still. 

Rev. Mary Patterson 

Communications: 
 
 
From Bill & May’s next door neighbour’s grandson, Kieran 11yrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the May newsletter is Fri 1st May.  If you have any items for inclusion, 

please send to: john.ax.anderson@gmail.com  

 

 
 

 
 


