
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

God of all creation, 

we give thanks for beautiful spaces, 

for the vision of design  

and skills of artisans who create with stone, wood and 

glass. 

 

As we celebrate the work of minds and hands, 

help us to use our varied skills to build our communities, 

and so enrich and inspire the lives of others. 

May we value the diversity around us  

and the rich variety in our world. 

 

Help us to build, sustain and share all you create and 

inspire. Amen 

 

 

 
WELCOME 

                to            
Woodlands Methodist Church 

229 Woodlands Road, Glasgow 

    

  
 

Minister: Revd. Andrew M. Baker 
Registered Charity No:  SC 012057 

 
methodistchurchinscotland.net/circuits/strathclyde/glasgow-churches/ 

woodlands-methodist-church 



 

 

 

History and Introduction 

The Church is a Category ‘B’ listed building and was built in 1909 by 
the architect David Barclay. 
 

It was built for Swedenborgians (the New Church) – followers of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, an 18th century philosopher and ‘mystic’ 
who founded the New Church in 1787.   
 

This New Church did not accept the traditional Christian doctrine of 
the Trinity (hence, no Trinitarian symbols exist in the original 
carvings or windows in the building) 
 

The ground floor contains an office; a hall; 
kitchen; toilets and rooms and a Gothic-like 
panelled library.   
 

A wide staircase leads to the worship area 
upstairs. 

 

Art Nouveau tiling 

Evidence can be found of the remains of Art Nouveau tiling on the 
ground floor, around the washroom area. 

 

Organ 

The organ built in 1876 for Cathedral Street Swedenborgian Church 
and was moved in to this church in 1909.   
 

Additional pipework was added from the Willis organ of St John’s 
Methodist Church on Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow in 1977 - when 
the congregation from that church moved into this building, along 
with the congregation from Maryhill Methodist Central Halls and it 
became Woodlands Methodist Church. 

 

Pulpit Fall 

The pulpit fall was designed and 
embroidered by Eileen M. Bellamy, a 
member of this Church, to celebrate the 
30th Anniversary of Woodlands in 2007. 
The design is based on the Methodist 
motif of a circle divided into four equal 
quarter shapes, leaving a ’background’ 
decorative Cross shape.  
 

The purple central circles of the pulpit 
fall echo the Methodist motif and are 
surrounded by two circles of heavy gold coloured twisted thread. 
Three simple shaped crosses are superimposed, each made 
individually & covered in silk fabric.  The Cross shape at the centre 
of the design is formed in gold padded leather and stitched ‘lines’ 

from the centre represent radiating light. 
                             

Communion Table 
The Communion Table Frontal 
was designed and made by 
Jacqueline Atkinson, a member of 
this Church.   
 

It is a simple but complicated 
design, formed by patchwork 
‘triangles’ of vibrant colour 
surrounding a pale central area, 
depicting radiating light.   
 

The colours were picked to coordinate with those on the stained 
glass windows and were later echoed in the royal blue carpet and 
turquoise pulpit fall. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Second World War 

Memorial window  
is from St. John’s Methodist 
Church and depicts members 
of that church’s congregation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alpha Omega (ΑΩ) 

The Symbol most prevalent in the stained glass 
windows and throughout the church is the Alpha 
Omega (ΑΩ), the first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet.   

 

The Book of Revelation contains three statements that Christ is 
“the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last”.   
 

Christ, the incarnate God, therefore testifies to the eternity of the 
divine nature. 

 

Library 

 
 

The carvings above the fireplace shelf represent:  
 

Left   –  The Lion Rampant bearing a Union Flag; 
Middle –  The coat-of-arms of Emanuel Swedenborg 
         (see below), between two flags; 
Right  –  The Bird, Tree, Fish, Ring emblems related to  
         Glasgow’s Patron Saint, St. Mungo or Kentigern. 
 

The three shields below the shelf show three dates: 1813; 10th 
September and 1913 -   
1813 was the date of the founding of the Glasgow 
Swedenborgians Society.  It is assumed that it was on the 
centenary of that founding the panelling was installed in the 
Library (it previously having had a window in the south-facing wall) 
- hence the date of 1913 on the right.   
It is assumed that the work was completed and the library then 
opened on 10th September that year. 

 

The coat-of-arms of Emanuel Swedenborg: 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Stained Glass Windows 

 
The East window (above the 
Communion table) is early 19th 
century and was adapted to fit 
the tracery (window frames).   
 
It depicts ‘The Transfiguration’  
(Matthew 17:1–9, Mark 9:2-8, 
Luke 9:28–36) 
in which Jesus is seen with 
Elijah, the prophet (left) and 
Moses, the law giver(right).        
 
 
 

 
 
The West window is by George 
Benson (c. 1920) and depicts the 
story of Jesus talking to a Samaritan 
woman at a well.   
(John 4: 1 – 29)   
 
In this last verse she tells others to 
‘come, see a man who told me 
everything I ever did’, which is 
quoted in the window   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The North windows are by Guthrie & Wells (c. 1920) and depict 
Jesus as, for example, ‘The Good Shepherd’ and ‘The Sower”  

 

http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_%28American_Standard%29/Matthew#17:1
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_%28American_Standard%29/Mark#9:2
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_%28American_Standard%29/Luke#9:28

