
News

June
12th District Resourcing Day

16th ACTS meeting

24th Ministerial session of
Conference

25th-27th 'Solas' A new faith-based
festival at Wiston Lodge with a
distinctive Methodist
contribution to the 'Northstar'
tent.

July
26th-1st Representative session of

Conference

9-11th Breakout, Cliff College

Sept
11th Synod

22nd Youth Workers Forum, Perth
11am-3pm

Oct
2nd Circuit Learning and

Development Group meeting,
Dunblane

30th-31st Holiness and Risk – training
weekend for facilitators and
accompanists

Nov
13th DPC

19th-21st Methodist Youth Assembly

Feb
5th-6th Local Preachers’ Weekend

(Theme: ‘Music in Worship’)

tbc Annual Meeting of circuit
stewards and treasurers
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In the inaugural issue of Scottish
Methodists Together we launched
‘Holiness and Risk’. Methodists in
Scotland were encouraged to reflect on
their spiritual journey, particularly those
points where God calls us out of our
comfort zone. In this issue we launch the
‘District Development Consultation’, in
which similar themes are explored but in
terms of our church structures,
resources and mission.  

At the District Synod in April we were
privileged to have Martyn Atkins lead our
thoughts on the shape of the Methodist
Church in Scotland in 2015 and beyond.
(I deliberately miss out Martyn’s “Rev
Dr” and “General Secretary of the
Methodist Church” titles because his
particular skill is presenting academic
learning in a practical and informal
manner.)  His overall message was that
when Methodism is true to itself it is a

broad, evangelical, mission-shaped
movement.  Put even more simply,
Methodism is (or should be) a
discipleship, disciple-making movement.    

Holiness and Risk – training weekend
for facilitators and accompanists

Saturday 30th – Sunday 31st October
A second opportunity to explore how to
offer a ‘Holiness and Risk’ event or
group in your church or circuit. Open to
anyone – you don’t have to have
attended the launch event in Dunblane
Cathedral. Venue to be confirmed but
free for all participants.

Contact: Helen Wareing

Local Church Safeguarding Officers 
There are no district LCSO meetings

planned at present but we have been
successful in gaining funding for two
freelance safeguarding trainers to work
with the Learning and Development Team
to deliver training from September for
those who work with children and young
people in each circuit (or group of
churches within a circuit). The L and D
team will be contacting you in June about
how best to take this forward in your
church/circuit.

Contact: Helen Wareing

Church/Circuit Stewards and
Treasurers 

The annual meeting of circuit
stewards and circuit treasurers will take
place on Saturday 19th February 2011 at
Scottish Churches House, Dunblane.
Treasurers will meet with the district
treasurer to agree circuit assessments.
The meeting offers a time for fellowship
and discussion. 

Contact: Lily Twist

Superintendents 
Following the successful Leadership

Retreat in March, led by the Craighead
Institute, regional follow-up sessions with
the facilitators are being arranged. 

Contact: Helen Wareing

Those responsible for Property 
The L and D team is working with the

Property Department in Manchester to
arrange training here in the district on
the use of the new Property Consents
website. Please let Helen Wareing know
if you are interested in attending this.

Contact: Helen Wareing

Circuit Learning and Development
Groups 

The next meeting of representatives
of CLDG will be on Saturday 2nd October
in the Cathedral Halls, Dunblane, when
the Inverness Circuit will lead a session
on ‘Back to Church Sunday’ – looking
back on what they have done in 2010
and encouraging others to take forward
ideas for 2011. 

Meanwhile we hope CLDGs have
made the most of money released to
their treasurer to support circuit learning
opportunities and Holiness and Risk
Events.

Contact: Helen Wareing

Those working with children and young
people 

Breakout is taking place this year at
Cliff College, July 9th – 11th. Anyone
interested in attending, contact Gary
Williams.

The next Youth Workers Forum is
booked provisionally for September 22nd

in Perth.  Methodist Youth Assembly
takes place 19th – 21st November. More
information can be found at
www.methodist.org.uk. 

Contact: Gary Williams 

Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
The next Local Preachers’ Weekend

will be on 5th/6th February 2011. The
subject for the weekend is ‘Music in
Worship’. 

A questionnaire is being compiled and
will be sent out shortly to Local
Preachers and Worship Leaders to gather
their views and ideas on music in
worship. Hopefully this will enable us to
use the weekend to best advantage. 

Contacts: Margaret Brown or Lyn
Smalridge 

Local Management Committee for Lay
Employees 

If you have any questions regarding
employment of Lay Employees please…  

Contact: Chris Cox 

Round-up RROOLLEE Dates for Your Diary 

Continued on page 2

see separate box for full contact information

The District Development Team getting together for the first time at Spring
Synod.  Pictured here from left to right: David Rogerson (Central Circuit), Bob
Kelley (North of Scotland Mission), Andrew Letby (Edinburgh & Forth Circuit)
and Allan Loudon (Lanarkshire).   

Relighting passion,
being family

Continued on page 2

Emma Haggis offers her reflections
on ‘District Development’ as a young
person in Scotland. 

My memories of attending church
as a little girl include being part of a
large Sunday school and enjoying trips
once a year. But, as years went by, the
young people moved on and, for one
reason or another, stopped coming to
church. I know that my church is not
the only church to suffer this loss.

Today, my experience of Church is
different. Through attending various
different meetings, I see the Church
being more business orientated,
especially concerned with finances and
the maintenance of buildings. Don’t get
me wrong, these things are important
but, recently, I feel we worry about this
side of Church a lot more and we seem
to lose sight of what is really
important.

Shaping our calling - now or never

The General Secretary, Dr Martyn Atkins,
encouraging Synod to embrace change 

Emmma speaking at Synod about the Methodist
Youth Assembly she attended in Durham
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My JOURNEY
of FAITH

BBoobb  KKeelllleeyy  
ddeessccrriibbeess  hhooww

hhiiss  ffaaiitthh  jjoouurrnneeyy  hhaass
ggrroowwnn  oouutt  ooff  wwiiddee
eexxppeerriieennccee..

Sunday school and the BB gave 
me examples of men and women

of faith, respected in the community
and the workplace. At Cullercoats
Methodist Church, I was received into
the Church and influences here
included Methodist ministers Donald
English and David Bridge. I became a
leader in the Methodist youth
movement, MAYC.

I worked in a variety of engineering
functions, including abroad. I

always found people had some faith,
very few with no faith at all. At home,
the Holy Spirit started working on me
with an amazing and always cherished
gift of peace in a very serious family
situation.

I came to Scotland for work in 
the Oil & Gas sector in

Aberdeen, turning up for my first
service in Aberdeen to find Don
English as the preacher during his
first term as President of the
Methodist Conference. He very kindly
introduced me to the then Minister at
Crown Terrace.

In the Christian Fellowship at work, I 
witnessed another set of amazing

‘coincidences’ that resulted in the setting
up of the Offshore Oil Chaplaincy. The Holy
Spirit still finds jobs for me – I’m still a
trustee of that Chaplaincy!

The work environment taught 
me confidence and a few skills to be
used in situations other than work.
Work challenges were mixed with
challenges from the Holy Spirit. I
found myself scrounging aid for
Poland and then Russia, with the odd
diversion into Bosnia Relief with a
local Catholic network.

Visits to Poland and Russia 
taught me things about others’ faith

journeys. In Russia, I met an Orthodox nun
who had fed and cared for some hundreds
of abused young women on prayer alone,
witnessed mass baptisms and the baptism
of three long-term prisoners in jail, among
other wonders.

Holiday visits to ancient world 
sites stimulated an interest in the

early Church. A pilgrimage to The Holy Land
was a high point, still cherished.

I linked up to a Christian-based aid 
agency through a young member of

our church, visiting Mongolia, Tajikistan,
Armenia and Romania on their behalf.
Meanwhile, work took me all over the world.
Everywhere, I met Christian people. In
some way, faith journeys are shared.

As a serial volunteer, I found myself 
on the board of a charity that provides

homes and care for those with learning
difficulties. I also work with Scouts with
learning difficulties.

Experience rather than 
intellect has informed my faith

journey. I think the Church in all its
denominations should show more example
by ‘doing stuff’. We need to tell the world
why we’re doing it.

A project team was established at
Synod to lead the District in a ‘root
and branch’ review with the aim of
working out a realistic new vision and
practical ways forward.  We cannot go
on the way things are. Our structures
and our ways of working are sapping
energy and preventing us from being
effective in our calling.  Synod was
unanimous that changes are needed,
and lots of ideas were generated.  

The project team will be distilling
these and other ideas (e.g. from circuit
reviews and discussions in the
Superintendents Forum).  We will set in
motion discussions in churches and
circuits, and an open forum will be
created on our new district website.
Together, all our input will lead to
proposals that will be voted on at the
spring Synod in 2011.  

Please do participate: the future of
Methodism in Scotland is at stake!

David Rogerson, member
of District Development Team

Construction of our Methodist
Church in Scotland website is underway. 

We are keeping it live during
construction so you can look at it, make
comments and suggestions, and help us
make it useful and interesting to you.
Click on ‘Methodist Church Forum’ to
have a look at comments already posted
and to add your own. 

Churches are being given the option
to edit their own pages on the site or to
have a link directly to their own websites.
There will be a training event in the
autumn for anyone interested in learning
a bit more about the site and helping to

plan how we develop it. You can also
learn how to edit your own pages or to
set up and join in discussion threads. It
will be a fun, lively and interactive
session. The date will be advertised on
the website but please let the editor
know if you are interested in coming
along and whether you would prefer the
event on a mid-week evening or a
Saturday. We look forward to meeting
you in the ether.   

editor@methodistchurchinscotland.org.uk

What are the
key events that

have brought me to
where I am
today?

Questions for
Reflection 

How have
particular places,
people, churches,
events shaped

me?

What have been
the crossroads in my
life and how did I
make decisions?

Am I where 
I want to be?

What would help
me to get to where 

I want to be? What 
difference does
being a Methodist
make to my life
and faith?
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– make it a favourite!

NewsNews

I’m not naïve enough to believe that
the new District Development process is
going to change everything and solve all
our problems overnight but I definitely
think it is a step in the right direction. It is
better to try to move forward rather than
stand still and doing nothing. This
development could help us to remember
that we are part of a wider Church family
and not just several individual
congregations grouped together to make
up a circuit or district. We are one family.

I don’t want this process only to be
about solving the current issues we are
facing or an effort to encourage more
people to attend church. I think we should
see it as an opportunity to refocus on
what’s important and to relight the
passion in our hearts.

Emma Haggis, member 
Pollokshaws Methodist Church

The times they are a-changin’, as
Bob Dylan’s ever apt song goes – and
not only in political circles… 

… which is why ‘change’ became
one theme for the latest edition of
Momentum. We look at the changing
face of mission (focusing on stories from
Zambia), of technology, and of working
with young people. We’ve also included
worship resources and reflections on
facing change – for many of us, that
most difficult of tasks. 

Also read about a remarkable circuit
reorganisation in Warrington, and of how
Parkinson’s Disease was no barrier to
one woman ‘seizing the day’ in
Yorkshire. All at
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/momentum
or in print digest form in a church near
you.

More in Momentum

After reading Bob Kelley's story you may
want to start on your own Holiness & Risk
adventure by reflecting on the questions
posed in the hexagons below.
For more information about Holiness & Risk,
including a link to the launch video, visit
www.methodistchurchinscotland.org.uk or
contact Helen Wareing (back cover for details)

Synod at work - considering where we are now and
where we would like to be in 2015


