Call to Prayer: Sunday 25 April 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

The imagery of the ‘shepherd’ is woven into Scripture and offers to us a picture
of how God relates to us. When we read the words of Jesus in the Gospel: ‘l am
the good shepherd’ they create in our mind’s eye a picture of the One who ‘lays
down his life for the sheep’ in order that we might be shielded and guarded. The
‘good shepherd’ lays down his life because he knows those whom he cares for.
In similar fashion, those who are cared for know who the ‘good shepherd’ is and
they listen for his voice. (John 10: 11-18)

The imagery is nurtured by the words of Psalm 23 which, especially when
paraphrased and sung, resonate deeply in the hearts of many:

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green: he leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

Yea, though | walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will | fear noneill:

For thou art with me; and thy rod

And staff me comfort still.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me:

And in God’s house for evermore
My dwelling-place shall be.

When we strip away all that clouds and confuses us in this life, there remains
that which abides forever: the Good Shepherd who will journey with us into the
deepest depths and who will lead us safe home. We pray:

Lord our God,
We listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd,



For he is the One who will guard us and keep us
And lead us safe home.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

We listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd,

For he has spoken to us throughout all our days

And still he speaks, even amidst the clamour of the day.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

We listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd,
For he has nurtured and provided for us

And lifted us up, even when we have fallen.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

We listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd,

For he is the One who has laid down his life for us

In order that we might have life, even in the face of darkness.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

We listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd,

For your goodness and mercy still follows us

And you shall lead us safe home, even at the end of our days.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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