
Message from A Strathclyde Minister 
 

Grace in the wilderness 
 
One of the most powerful images that speak to us at Advent is that of the desert or the wilderness. On 
one level it’s a frightening and alien landscape that is far removed from our cosy and sheltered 
lifestyle. On another it is a place of peace, an oasis from the sometimes chaotic and relentless pace 
and demands of the modern world.  
John certainly felt at home in the desert and Jesus took his first steps of ministry into the wilderness. 
  
I wonder what deserts and wilderness will be preached into this Advent, men and women who know 
loneliness or difficult places. Perhaps there are folk who have become used to an arid spiritual place 
and have almost forgotten that Jesus is the living water. It’s also strange yet comforting to know that 
God often speaks most powerfully through the preacher who is inhabiting their own desert experience. 
 
There will always be people who have known the wilderness and have felt the heat of the desert. 
 
I once met a lovely Christian woman who was in the last few weeks of her life and to many it seemed 
harsh that she should be walking through the wilderness. I asked how it was for her and she replied, “I 
have found grace in the desert.” What a wonderful reassurance that is. It suggests to me that if light 
and darkness are the same to God then it seems reasonable that the desert and the places of 
abundant life are also the same to him. Gloriously he meets us in the desert places. 
 
One of the themes of Advent is hope and we read in Isaiah 35:2 “The desert will bloom with flowers. It 
will be very glad and shout for joy. The glorious beauty of Lebanon will be given to it. It will be as 
beautiful as the rich lands of Carmel and Sharon. Everyone will see the glory of the Lord. They will 
see the beauty of our God.” 
 
God in Christ delivers that promise. I pray that God will bless you this Advent and in helping not to fear 
the desert experiences of life and that you will know the glory and the beauty of the coming of the 
Christ having found grace in the wilderness. 
 
 
 
Every Blessing in Christ 
 
Rev Tim Thorpe 
 


