
 

Message from A Strathclyde Minister 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I am pondering on the phrase in Psalm 16 “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places . . . “.  
Yes, I am returning with great enthusiasm from 12 days walking through the Outer Hebrides on the 
Hebridean Way.  There were certainly some pleasant places.  Unforgettable landing on the beach at 
Barra and being told to watch out for the seaweed.  Breath-taking views of islands near and far from the 
high points.  Lapwings and oyster-catches abounding, filling the air with sound.  Stunning white beaches 
which went on for miles.  A remarkable path through the mountains of Harris.  Seals in the bay at Eriskay.  
The ferries, causeways and bridges which were crossing places into new worlds.  There was plenty of 
adventure too (and pain - with some mighty blisters!), but our holiday boundary lines fell in pleasant 
places. 
 
I will remember them when the path through life seems bewildering and confusing; when people become 
ill and when I cannot sleep; when there is disappointment and frustration; when I am weary and worn and 
sad.  I will remember – and be refreshed again?  I hope so.  For the God in whom we trust is the God who 
has not given up on us and will not give up on us.  This is the God who weeps at a world that has gone 
wrong and over us who have made a muddle of things, but who invites us into a new beginning, a new 
possibility, a resurrection. 
 
A gang of folk who had let their leader down – deserted him at the last – were in Jerusalem, waiting, 
hoping, wondering.  Then the Spirit came . . . like wind (a wind from Benbecula?), like fire (a wildfire on 
Barra?) . . . and they were renewed.  They were a new gang, a Spirit-filled gang of disciples.  As a new 
day dawns here in Strathclyde, the long summer days, shall we get together and wait and hope and let 
the Spirit renew us – for there are challenges ahead.  A new Methodism is being born here – and I want to 
be part of it. 
 
Find joy in the pleasant places – and be refreshed by the coming of God as we worship and serve and 
share the good news. 
 
Peace. 
 
Andrew 
 


