
Message from A Strathclyde Minister 

 
Constantly Amazed 

 

“Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see and ears 

but fail to hear? “ Mark 8:17-18 
 

“No time to see in broad daylight, streams full of stars, like skies at night……….’ 
 

I remember travelling by train over Shap summit, and the view was absolutely breath taking. I urged my 
colleague to take a look. He glanced up from his book and said “Um” and in a heartbeat he was back in his 
book, as if it was commonplace. I wonder if we are a bit like that, seemingly blind and deaf to the wonders 
and the glory that is all around us.  Are we disappointed with God?  
 
Some Christians are always seeking the big events, to be overwhelmed by angels singing in the sky and to 
witness spellbinding miracles. Do you remember those childhood days when you were constantly amazed 
by simply wonderful things like ice patterns on the inside of the windows, autumn leaves crunching 
underfoot, the tide chasing you up the beach, your first shooting star, the joy of laughing hysterically, or 
the miracle of a frost-covered spider’s web. The list goes on and on.   
 
What happens to us, at what age do we lose the pleasure and wonder of simple things? When do we start 
to rush headlong through life, missing so much that lies before us that might just be commonplace but is 
actually meant to bring us joy and to make our cups “runneth over”? 
 
There is that phrase “Two men looked through prison bars, one saw mud and the other saw stars.” Which 
one are you and which one would you like to be? 
 
What if Lent could be a season when you became a child again - in the sense that you rediscovered the joy 
to be found in the mundane; when you stopped the car to glimpse the beauty on the trip home that you 
have done ten thousand times or listened to the blackbird that sings for you each morning. If we want to 
be constantly amazed by God then perhaps we need to take the opportunity to be in tune with God’s 
creation, to realize that we are an essential part of the world in which we live. May we realize that we are 
surrounded by glory and held by the one who not only made it all but also sustains it all and does the same 
for us.  
 
Lent is often seen as a time for giving things up. I am going to try to slow down a bit in order that I might 
see God in the everyday things of life. It’s time I became a child again and let myself be overwhelmed by  
 
God’s goodness in the everyday things of life.  
 
Why not try it for yourself?  Who knows, you might be constantly amazed! 
 
Love in Christ 
 

Rev Tim Thorpe 


