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24 February 2017 

Dear ACTS Member Churches, 

 

 

 

Evening of Monday 8 May until Afternoon of Saturday 13 May 2017: An 
international gathering to be held in Castelgandolfo, in the hills just outside 
Rome. This 5 day event, hosted by the Focolare Movement, is for Christians of all 
churches, ages and vocations. 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for those who are training for ministry or who are 
newly ordained or licensed. The Travelling Together conference in Rome is being held 
to mark the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation and the 50th anniversary of 
the Focolare Movement’s first contacts with the Orthodox churches. It is being 
coordinated by and for members of various churches. This has been made possible by 
a grant from ACTS through the Scottish Churches House Legacy Reserve. 

Grants of £500 are available for ten people who are training for or beginning their 
ministry to be able to participate in this conference, which will include an exploration of 
the theme Jesus Forsaken, Key to Unity, hearing of projects and stories from 
Christians of various churches, visits to Rome, a General Audience with Pope Francis, 
ecumenical prayers in the Catacombs and - specifically for the group from Scotland - a 
visit to the Scots College. It is also to open to others without the £500 subsidy. 
 
The cost for the conference food and accommodation is 290 Euros, from the evening 
meal of Monday 8th May until lunch on Saturday 13th May. This also includes transport 
to and from hotels each day and transport to and from Rome for the organised trips. It 
does not include supplements for single rooms (approximately 10 Euros per night) or 
transport to and from airports and stations (Ciampino approximately 12 Euros per trip; 
Fiumicino approximately 15 Euros per trip). There is also a participation fee of £20 
(Sterling). Participants are asked to book their own flights. Ciampino Airport is very 
close to Castelgandolfo and is served mainly by Ryanair and other low-cost airlines. 
£500 should therefore cover the costs of the flight and full board accommodation. 
 
If anyone in your church might be interested in taking up this wonderful offer please 
ask him or her to contact Yolanda Matro (details above) for further details. 
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