
March
1st-3rd District ministers’ refreshment day,

Perth
4th World Day of Prayer
5th District Policy Committee, Dunblane
7th Learning and Development Forum,

Dunblane
9th Youth Work Forum, Leith Acorn Centre
12th- 13th Holiness & Risk weekend, Tulliallan

Police College
25th Ministerial Synod
26th Representative Synod

April
2nd/3rd Women’s Network (Scotland District)

overnighter, Scottish Churches House,
Dunblane

2nd Ecumenical Event: training and support
on how to facilitate learning in small
groups (1): contact Helen Wareing for
more details

4th/5th Superintendents’ Forum
16th Local Preachers’ Tutors and

Secretaries event: contact Helen
Wareing

May
7th Ecumenical Forum – details TBA:

contact Bill Reid
Inspire Network Regional Gathering
(Glasgow) with David Lawrence from
the Connexional Inspire project. Come
and find out how to develop fellowship
bands to support the life and mission
of the local church.

14th Training and support on how to
facilitate learning in small groups (2).
Second of three ecumenical events:
contact Helen Wareing for more details

16th-18th Deacons’ Convocation

June
11th District Resourcing Day: ‘Together in

Mission: the role of small groups in
deepening discipleship’, Dundee
Baptist Church

June 30th

-July 1st Methodist Conference: Ministerial
Session, Southport, England

2nd-7th Methodist Conference: Representative
Session, Southport, England

3rd Methodist Conference: Ordination
Services, Southport, England

Sept
3rd-4th Young People’s Event (12-17yrs), PGL,

Perthshire
Autumn Synod

General Enquires District Office: 01786
820295; fiona@methodistchurch.plus.com
Local Church Safeguarding Officers Susie
Turner: 07761-264280;
susie.turner@blueyonder.co.uk
Circuit Treasurers Sandy Laurie: 01786
820295 fiona@methodistchurch.plus.com
Church/Circuit Stewards Lily Twist, Chair
of District: 01786 820295;
fiona@methodistchurch.plus.com
Lay Employees Chris Cox: 0131 661 2017;

cox.edinburgh@btinternet.com

Lyn Smalridge: 01620 826634;
lynralf@hotmail.com OR Margaret Brown:
01236 823586;
margaret@jmbrown.plus.com
Circuit Learning & Development Groups
Helen Wareing: 01968 670374;
helen@helenwareing.co.uk
Presbyter Continuing Development in
Ministry Helen Wareing: 01968 670374;

helen@helenwareing.co.uk
Ecumenical Liaison Bill Reid:
01786 820295; Wbillreid@aol.com
Workers with Children and Young People
and RLDO (South) Gary Williams:
0141 332 3196
methodist_scottishchurches@btconnect.co
m (nb note underscore in e-mail address)
Editor & RLDO (North) Sally Robertson:
01350 723282;
sally.robertson@methodist.org.uk

Methodist Church
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Advertising a welcome at the URC

In the autumn, the United Reformed Church
(URC) will embark on an exciting new project
– an advertising campaign. But don’t
expect fast cars, catchy jingles and James
Bond-like graphics because this campaign
will be advertising Jesus.

The campaign – which will run across online,
print and radio media – is aimed at two
groups: those who have gone to church in
the past but haven’t received a warm
welcome; and the three million people
identified in a survey by Christian charity
Tearfund who said they would go to church if
only someone would ask.

Well, now someone is asking. The campaign
focuses around the idea of “radical
welcome” – Jesus didn’t turn anybody away
and neither will we. Congregations taking
part in the campaign aren’t going to be
claiming that they’re perfect but they will
say that they are working towards what God

wants them to be – places where everyone
is welcome. The campaign mixes elements
of our own personal discipleship with how
we portray ourselves to people who haven’t
yet heard the Gospel.

But the campaign isn’t just going to be for
the URC. The denomination’s logo won’t
appear on any of the adverts and the
campaign will be open for any united
congregations or local ecumenical
partnerships to use without treading on
anyone’s denominational toes.

More details will be available later in the
year and eventually the campaign will also
be available for use by other denominations,
just as the Church of England’s Back to
Church Sunday scheme is now embraced by
many other Church groups.

Peter Ranscombe edits SynNews, the URC
National Synod of Scotland’s quarterly
magazine.

Dates for Your Diary

FFrreesshh BBiibbllee CChhaalllleennggee

NNeewwss

The book God’s Smuggler made a huge
impact on me in my student days. Brother
Andrew risked his life for years smuggling
Bibles to Christians living in Russia. On
receipt they were often torn into tiny
pieces so that each believer could have a
portion, which they highly treasured. This
greatly challenged me as to what
importance I gave to the Bible and made
me appreciate the privilege of owning one.

Sadly, the increased availability and ability
to read the Bible have led to it being taken
for granted today even by Christians, many
of whom still only ever hear it read in
church. This 400th anniversary year of the
King James Bible provides an opportunity
for us all to engage with the Bible in fresh
ways - perhaps by a new daily reading plan
or special public events. You can read
more about the Year of the Bible in this
edition of SMT, and also about our
planned Discipleship week and the District
Resourcing Day (June 11th) on the theme
of ‘Cell Church’. Do come if you are able!

We have been reflecting on the future of
Methodism in Scotland and proposals will
be brought to our Spring Synod, offering
opportunities for us to move in new ways
that will strengthen us in our discipleship
and service. Please pray for this and for
the similar challenge to change being
faced by Scottish Churches House, which
has had a significant ministry for the past
fifty years.

Wishing you God’s blessing as you read
and live the scriptures,

Lily Twist

Deepening Discipleship

Chloe was one of the 55 amazing young
people who attended October’s Big Day
Out at the PGL outdoor centre in
Perthshire. She was keen to take her
turn on the demanding assault course at
the centre but was going to need help to
do so. She received that help from her
friends and from youth leaders (see
photos) and her climb offered a graphic
illustration of how discipleship involves
taking risks, rising to challenges and
working together to overcome the
obstacles we all face in life and faith.
And having fun too!

Within Scotland we are inviting all those
who see themselves as part of the
Methodist movement to join together in
our ‘Deepening Discipleship Week’ (June
11th – 19th) as we journey in faith
individually and collectively. During the
week there will be opportunities to
explore our personal journeys of faith
through expressions of Holiness & Risk,

and times to engage with others in the
wider community.

The week launches on June 11th when
our District Resourcing Day will focus on
how we gain support and encouragement
for our mission through meeting together
in small groups – a long-held tradition in
Methodism rooted in bands, classes and
the more recent ‘cell’ movement. The
event ‘Together in Mission: the role of
small groups in deepening discipleship’
will be held at Dundee Baptist Church
and led by Laurence Singlehurst, Director
of Cell UK.

We would love you to consider sharing
your own songs, stories, reflections,
prayers and sketches on the theme of
discipleship for use on either Pentecost
or Trinity Sundays. Send your resources
by April 30th to scotdisciple@aol.com or
6 Eastwood Farm Cottages,
Lesmahagow, Lanark ML11 9PS. To
register interest in the ‘Together in
Mission’ day visit the Methodist Church
in Scotland website
(www.methodistchurchinscotland.org.uk)
or contact the district office.

Helen Wareing, National Learning &
Development Officer

Ecumenical NEWS
A new feature that shares stories
from our ecumenical partners.

Lily engaging with young people from around
the district

The EMU partnership consists of the Scottish Episcopal Church (SC015962), the
Methodist Church in Scotland (SC038098) and the United Reformed Church National

Synod of Scotland (SC011907).

Continued on page 2

Chloe Giblin, 15, prepares to meet the PGL
climbing challenge

“I had a good time ... I liked climbing, it’s
fun! It looked high, but I liked it.” Chloe

Scottish Church leaders welcome MECTIS

Wellington Church, Glasgow, was the venue
last September for a special ecumenical
service during which a new organisation –
Minority Ethnic Churches Together in
Scotland (MECTIS) – was launched.
Leaders from the Churches that have been
active in Scotland for many years were
present and extended the right hand of
fellowship to the leaders of the new
organisation, which brings together more
than fifty of the new independent
congregations that have been set up by
incomers to Scotland.

Scottish Churches House to close

Action of Churches Together in Scotland
(ACTS) has announced that Scottish
Churches House will close business
operations on 15th July 2011. The

trustees invite enquiries and tenders from
organisations who might wish to lease the
SCH property on a care and maintenance
basis. More information is available from

New Bishop of Arygll and The Isles –
Scottish Episcopal Church

The Rt Rev Kevin Pearson was consecrated
as the new Bishop of Argyll and The Isles
on Friday 4th February at a service in a
packed Cathedral of St John the Divine in
Oban. The preacher at the service, the Rt
Rev David Conner KCVO, Dean of Windsor
urged Bishop Kevin to “dig deeper” at
every stage of his ministry.

www.inspires.org.uk
www.scotland.urc.org.uk www.acts-
scotland.org
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My JOURNEY
of FAITH

It began with my godly parents
and was nurtured by a mixture of

different Christian Fellowships.
Through them I understood quite
clearly my need for salvation from my
sin and its consequences, and the
need for commitment in faith to
Christ, expressed publicly at an Alan
Redpath evangelistic meeting in
1946.

I owe more than I can count to
Willie Still at Gilcomston South

Church of Scotland, and also to
Scripture Union activities and a
Crusader group. At University, the
Christian Union gave me my first
experience of leadership, which must
have caused nightmares for other folk
thanks to my immaturity and lack of
savvy. I learned through experience
that Christian unity was better
nourished by working together in
evangelistic missions rather than by
occasions of joint worship, which is
often as far as we get these days.

In 1950 I preached my first
sermon in Whitehills Methodist

Church and came ‘on full plan’ as a
Local Preacher in 1953.

In 1955 Billy Graham came
to Glasgow. For years

afterwards I used to hear people
speak of their call to ministry, and
in the course of their story they
would say: “And then I went to the
Kelvin Hall...”

Since returning to Aberdeen in 1964
I do the same kind of things as a

disciple as I have done since my teenage
years. I preach regularly; I play my part in
the North of Scotland Mission (note the
last word of that title; it will only get
dropped “over my dead body”).

I would echo the words of
another Methodist biblical

scholar, C.K. Barrett: ‘Like most people, I
sometimes wonder if Christianity is true;
but I think I never doubt that, if it is true,
it is truest in the form it took with Paul,
and… as I read Paul, conviction
returns, and, though problems may
abound, grace abounds much more.’
More important than our faith is the
faithfulness of the God in whose
promises we trust.

I see myself as essentially a lay
person and eschew the title of ‘Rev.’

as much as I can. Although I keep on
calling to the Church to be evangelistic, I
know myself to be a cowardly and pretty
hopeless evangelist, and you might pray
for me in this and other weaknesses.

The Gospel that I preach and try
to practise has not changed

significantly over the years. I hope that I
have learned from the varying views of
fellow-Christians who would not see eye-

to-eye with me on some matters; and I
have rejoiced at the spread of an
evangelicalism that is self-aware of the
danger of sliding into fundamentalism
and firmly resists that tendency.

Methodism in Scotland should be a
discipleship, disciple-making
movement. However, our structures
and ways of working are sapping energy
and preventing us from being effective
in our calling.

The District Synod in April 2010 was
unanimous that changes are needed
and formed the District Development
Team (DDT) to lead the District in a
‘root and branch’ review. The task of
the team was to work out a realistic
new vision and practical ways forward
for Methodism in Scotland. At the
forthcoming Spring Synod in March the

team will be sharing where the past
year of thinking has brought us and
asking for guidance on the next
steps. If you have not had an
opportunity to engage with the thinking
so far we encourage you to join in and
help the district shape and develop the
emerging vision. To the hundreds who
have shared their thoughts, a heartfelt
thank you for all your encouragement,
energy and enthusiasm. For more
information visit
wwwwww..mmeetthhooddiissttcchhuurrcchhiinnssccoottllaanndd//
ddiissttrriiccttddeevveellooppmmeenntt..

Bob Kelley, DDT Project Manager

Throughout 2011 the Methodist Church
is working together with ‘Biblefresh’, an
initiative that encourages churches and
individuals to deepen their discipleship
by using the 400th anniversary of the
King James Bible to reflect on the Bible’s
meanings for us in the 21st century.

One way in which the Methodist Church
is celebrating this is through producing a
handwritten Bible. Congregations
throughout the United Kingdom have
been allocated chapters to write from the
Old and New Testaments. In Scotland,
our allocation includes passages from
Jeremiah as well as the letters of Paul to
Timothy, Titus and Philemon. During the
spring of this year Methodists in
Scotland will be encouraged to think of

imaginative ways and places to write
their verses and engage with the Bible in
fresh, life-changing ways.

It is hoped that the writing will be a
valuable aid for focus on the Bible in this
special anniversary year, both in the
church and local community. We are
trying to make the process inclusive,
particularly of young people, using other
languages and different translations, and
including some Gaelic input. Once all the
sections have been completed they will
be bound to produce a unique
handwritten Bible.

What are the
key events that

have brought me too
where I am
today?

Questions for
Reflection

How have
particular places,
people, churches,
events shaped

me?

Am I where
I want to be?

What would help
me to get to where

I want to be? What
difference does

being a Methodist
make to my life

and faith?

Writing the Bible in 2011

News
News

Big Weekend Away
3-4th September Big 2011

To all 12-17 year olds ...
please hold the date!

This year, following on from last year’s

super successful Big Day Out, we will be

organising another district-wide youth

event over the weekend of the 3-4th

September. We are in discussions with

youth leaders and young people to agree

the details, timing and venue for the

event. Full details in the summer edition

of SMT or by contacting Gary Williams at

methodist_scottishchurches@bt.com.

DDeevveellooppiinngg tthhee MMeetthhooddiisstt CChhuurrcchh iinn SSccoottllaanndd
–– aann eemmeerrggiinngg vviissiioonn

Personal reflections on the Holiness &
Risk Journey

“At the age of fifty and facing ill health
retirement Holiness and Risk has given
me the opportunity to look at where I was
on my faith journey and focus exactly on
where I am going. It is not really a new
start as I never really ground to a stop in
my journey of faith. However I have
certainly had to step up a gear, and who
knows what lies along the journey
ahead.” Phil Haggis, Glasgow Circuit

“At a Holiness & Risk pit-stop event I was
able to assess my ongoing journey and I
found further promptings of the direction
that I believe God is leading me toward.
It's good to share with others on our
journey of faith and be able to ask
questions and have companions for the
road.” Angela Dobbins, Ayrshire &
Renfrewshire Circuit
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The only feasible way of fulfilling my
call to be a biblical scholar lay

through entry to the ordained ministry,
which I pursued at Cambridge University.
Later, I worked with local churches in
Darlington but if anyone was uncertain of
my competence for pastoral work, their
doubts would have been confirmed by

the poor job I made of it. Before
things could get worse there
arose a vacancy for a New
Testament lecturer back in
Aberdeen.

6

What have beenn
the crossroads in my
life and how did I
make decisions?
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