
Message from A Strathclyde Minister 

Dear Friends, Brothers and Sisters,  

Do you ever get those times when a passage of scripture grabs your attention and won’t leave you alone?  Like Jacob 

wrestling with the angel, the scripture challenges you to think, to hear and to respond. There was I minding my own 

business when 2 Samuel 7:1-8 grabbed hold of me. There is King David settled in a palace, enemies defeated, feet up on 

the Royal pouf, sipping fig juice when he comes up with a brilliant idea: I’ll build God a grand temple to live in (we need 

to keep up with those pesky Hittites and all the others who are building fine temples everywhere!).  Well, to King David’s 

amazement, far from being happy, God says in so many words, ‘I prefer being homeless!’   

This letter comes to you as part of our Methodist Preaching Plan; these are the special times and dates when God’s 

people will meet to worship, to learn and to love. Ought we send The Lord a copy so he knows where to be? Of course, 

not! We, like David, have learned His presence is in everything and every day and is not restricted to a building (no 

matter how fancy). Our worship celebrates what goes on in hearts, homes and gatherings 24/7!  

As I wrestled with the scripture it occurred to me that God wanted to free David and subsequent generations of the 

burden of bricks and mortar, which as we all know can potentially sap our strength and resources.  God tells the King 

through Nathan the prophet a moveable tent will do me and my people fine. Now don't get me wrong, I'm grateful to 

meet in a building in a Scottish winter but there is something here about priorities?  At least something to ponder in 

light of Scripture.  

Every blessing, family of God, as we meet through this next plan with The Wandering God who makes his Home in 

hearts.  

 Rev Terry 


