
 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF METHODISM IN SCOTLAND 

A QUESTIONNAIRE 

(Refer to the accompanying Briefing Paper) 

Introduction: 

A Development Plan for the District is encouraged by the Connexion, and is consistent with 

developments in other Districts.   However, it is not something that has been forced on us.  Rather it 

is something that we recognise needs to take place so that Methodism in Scotland can become more 

effective as a discipleship, disciple-making movement.   

Synod has asked for a wide-ranging consultation on the future of Methodism in Scotland.  Input is 

sought from all affected individuals and groups. 

Questionnaire: 

If Methodism in Scotland is worth preserving we need to know what we are about, what makes us 

distinctive, what justifies our continuing independent existence.   

Q1   Is Methodism sufficiently different from other churches to justify our independent 

existence in Scotland?   

Q2   What do you recognise as the distinctive features of your local church and circuit? 

Q3   How might we better live out our Methodist “charisms” within our churches and 

circuits? 

The evidence suggests a church that is struggling.  Methodism in Scotland is shrinking, even 

disappearing (despite our best efforts).  People are tired and over-burdened; financially circuits 

are struggling to make ends meet; we are short of presbyters and unlikely to be able to fill the 

gaps; many of our buildings are old, tired and need of expensive renovation.   There are good 

things going on in pockets across the District, but the overall picture is bleak. Major changes are 

needed, and needed quickly, if we are to survive and, God-willing, thrive.   

Q4   Is this a fair, an accurate picture of the District?   

Q5   Do you agree that radical change is the only option, and that it is urgently needed? 

 

Please either respond in writing to the Project Team by the end of June 2010, via 

bob.kelley@zen.co.uk , by telephone via Bob Kelley on 01330 823480 or via the blog on the website 

(www.methodistchurchinscotland.org.uk)  
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